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Aims for this evening:

1. To provide parents and carers with 
information about changes to the National 
Curriculum 

2. To explain how changes to the National 
Curriculum will affect the way we teach at 
Wyton on the Hill

3. To give parents and carers an opportunity to 
visit your child’s classroom and meet with 
your child’s class teacher on an informal

basis 



1. What is the National Curriculum?

• The National Curriculum sets out the 
programmes of study for subjects in 
state-maintained schools.

• For each Key Stage, pupils are expected to 
know, apply and understand the matters, 
skills and processes specified in the 
National Curriculum.

(ie What your children are supposed to learn 
and when)



• All maintained schools have to follow the new curriculum from 
September 2014. 

• The main aim is to raise standards - the new curriculum is 
intended to be more challenging.

• This Government believes that the new curriculum will produce 
productive, creative and well-educated students.

• The content is slimmer than the old National Curriculum.

• It focuses on essential core subject knowledge and skills 
(such as ‘précis’ writing and computer programming).

• Pupils in the Reception Class had their own new 
curriculum in 2012 (The EYFS or Early Years

Foundation Stage Curriculum), but will 
need to be ready to follow the New 
National Curriculum  by the end of their 
Reception Year.



The Stone Age at Four, Fractions 
at Five and no calculators till 

secondary school…?!

There are many myths surrounding the New National Curriculum, 
some of which have even made national news.

However, there is nothing in the New National Curriculum which is 
beyond the capabilities of the children in any age group…



The New National 
Curriculum: Key Changes

• “Literacy” title has been replaced by 
‘English’.

• ‘ICT’ title is replaced by ‘Computing’
• No Personal, Social & Health Education or 

RE contained within the Curriculum 2014 
(but still to be taught).



The New National 
Curriculum: Key Changes

• In Maths: 
Greater emphasis on arithmetic, and the promotion of 
efficient written methods of long multiplication and 
division.  
Also, a more demanding content in fractions, decimals 
and percentages.



The New National Curriculum: 
Key Changes

• In English: 
Programmes of study embody higher standards of 
literacy.  Pupils will be expected to develop a stronger 
command of the written and spoken word.  
Through the teaching of phonics pupils will be helped 
to read fluently - and yes, they will be expected to   
recite poetry and précis!



The New National Curriculum: 
Key Changes

• In Science:
Stronger focus on the importance of scientific 
knowledge and language and a greater emphasis on the
core scientific concepts underpinning pupils’   
understanding.  
Topics under new headings of Biology, Physics 
and Chemistry.
For the first time - evolution and inheritance.



The New National Curriculum: Key 
Changes

• The study of Modern Foreign Languages is 
compulsory in Key Stage 2 – we have chosen 
French as our MFL.



The New National Curriculum: Key 
Changes

• The current ICT curriculum is replaced with a new 
computing curriculum with a much greater 
emphasis on computational thinking and practical 
programming skills.



The New National Curriculum: Key 
Changes

• In other subjects and key stages there is a 
greater amount of time and flexibility for schools 
and teachers to design their curriculum and 
lessons by focusing only on the essential 
knowledge to be taught in each subject.



The Big Curriculum
• The New National Curriculum acknowledges that 

the statutory programmes of study do not cover 
all that children should learn at school.

• It says that schools must provide a curriculum 
that is broadly based, balanced and meets the 
needs of all of the pupils in its community. At 
Wyton we call this The Big Curriculum.



The Big Curriculum school comprises all learning 
and other experiences that each school plans for 
its pupils. The national curriculum forms just one 
part of the school curriculum.
Our Big Curriculum maps are available on our 
school website.



2. How changes to the National 
Curriculum will affect the way we teach 

at Wyton on the Hill

The new National 
Curriculum identifies 
what to teach but not 
how to teach.

Schools are free to choose how 
they organise their school day, 
as long as the content of 
national curriculum programmes 
of study is taught to their 
pupils.



Core Values
• Independence
Aspiration
Equality
Respect
Individuality
Creativity

Mission Statement
At Wyton on the Hill Primary School our mission is to inspire a 
lifetime love of learning amongst our students, whilst always 
nurturing their individuality and empowering them to become 
responsible, well-rounded and confident individuals.

In preparing to plan for the New 
National Curriculum at Wyton on 
the Hill, staff, governors and
Parents got together to think 
about our core purpose, values
and aims.
We found that although the curriculum
Might be changing, our core purpose, 
values and aims remain the same…



Core Aims
At Wyton on the Hill we aim to encourage and enable all pupils to raise their levels 
of aspiration and achievement and to ensure that they are equipped with the 
knowledge, skills, values and attitudes to be the best they can be.

We will do this by:

 Ensuring that parents, carers and families are supported to be active members 
of the community.

 Promoting a caring ethos and environment in which children can learn the skills, 
dispositions and attitudes to develop positive relationships, respect for cultural 
and spiritual diversity and the ability to choose not to bully or discriminate.

 Working in partnership with families to ensure that children are ready to learn 
when they come to school.

 Enabling all our pupils to develop self-confidence and successfully deal with 
significant life changes and challenges.

 Providing opportunities for all to achieve through the development of a range of 
teaching and learning styles.

 Encouraging and enabling our pupils to be physically healthy.

 Providing opportunities through which every child can achieve personal and 
social enjoyment and enjoy recreation.

 Encouraging the skills necessary to enable every child to develop a good work 
ethic and resilience.



A ‘Learning to Learn’ Curriculum
We also thought about the work we have been doing over the
past 5 years, which has not focussed on what we teach so much 

as on how we teach it:





Why the emphasis on 
Learning to Learn?
In describing the New National Curriculum, 
the Department of Education says it's all 
about preparing our children to compete in 
the global economy of the future…

That’s a fine aim, which we 
agree whole-heartedly with 

but…



…how can anyone know what the 
global economy is going to be 
like in the future?



Did you know…
• …the 5% of the population of China 

with the highest IQs is greater than 
the total population of the UK?



Did you know…
• …in India it’s the top 7%.



Did you know…
• Translation: They have more gifted 

and talented students than we have 
students!  (or people)



Did you know…
• …China will soon become the number 

one English-speaking country in the 
world?



Did you know…
• …it is estimated that today’s learner 

will have 10-14 jobs…



Did you know…
• …it is estimated that today’s learner 

will have 10-14 jobs…by the time they 
are 38.



Did you know…
• …1 out of 4 workers today is working 

for a company they have been 
employed by for less than a year.



Did you know…
• …the top ten in-demand jobs now 

didn’t exist 5 years ago.



Did you know…
• …we are currently preparing our 

children for jobs that don’t yet 
exist…



Did you know…
• …we are currently preparing our 

children for jobs that don’t yet 
exist…using technologies that haven’t 
been invented!

For more facts and predictions about the exponential 
times we are living in see ‘Shift Happens’ 2013 v3 

http://vimeo.com/58839986



A ‘Learning to Learn’ Curriculum
In reality, we cannot know what kind of global economy our children 
will live in in the future, so we cannot be certain that our curriculum 
content will be sufficient preparation for success.
But what we can do, is to teach our children the skills, knowledge and 
attitudes they need to be expert learners so that they can adapt quickly 
and efficiently to whatever new situations they find themselves in:



In reality, what we teach may 
have changed, but the way we 
teach remain focussed on our 
‘Learning to Learn’ curriculum.



• The new National Curriculum does not have levels of 
attainment, but expectations at each banding.

• The National Curriculum levels we use (1a, 2c. 4b etc) 
will therefore be removed and not replaced.

• There will be no prescribed system for ongoing 
assessment and reporting. Schools will create or 
choose their own.

• The Senior Leadership Team is currently attending 
local and national discussion and training forums to 
research alternative methods. 

• Staff and parents will work together to choose the 
best model in advance of the September 2016 deadline 
for assessment changes. We will keep you informed…

Assessment within the New 
National Curriculum



Aims for this evening:

1. To provide parents and carers with 
information about changes to the National 
Curriculum 

2. To explain how changes to the National 
Curriculum will affect the way we teach at 
Wyton on the Hill



3. To give parents and carers an opportunity to 
visit your child’s classroom and meet with 
your child’s class teacher on an informal
basis.

6.30-7.15pm
Time now in classrooms for you to spend with
your child’s teacher or looking through their
books.


